Pastor’s Note: When winter storms come our way, we love the snow (at least for the children). However, when
traveling gets too treacherous, it forces us to cancel our worship time together. Our family will miss seeing
you this Sunday, but we pray that you have a safe and wonderful time together on the Lord’s Day. We hope to
see you next week and just a reminder to bring a person with you, bring a bag of food for With Love from
Jesus and Word of Mouth Ministries (Randy and Victoria Bischel ) for our Super Sunday celebration, and bring
your offering for both weeks. Our ministry needs and obligations go on even though we will not meet.

Below I have given you my sermon notes for this Sunday. I looked forward to preaching this message, but
since it was so timely with the current events of our day, I wanted to give them to you now so you might share
them with your family. Perhaps you could have your own worship service at home. I would encourage you to
take time and point your family to Christ through His word and in prayer. If you want to use these notes,
please feel free. I hope this encourages you and instructs you in your understanding of God.

May God bless you in all you do for His glory!

Pastor Craig

God’s Hand in Haiti: Is God to be Blamed or to be Blessed?
Romans 8:18-22 & Luke 13:1-5

January 12, 2010 will go down as one of the greatest natural disasters of modern history. Over
150,000 is believed to have died in the Haiti earthquake. Tens of thousands have been left
homeless, hunger, and without adequate medical attention may die in the near future. You
have seen the accounts, heard the stories, watched graphic footage of destruction and death.
Small glimpses of hope are also highlighted as babies, children and adults are pulled from the
rubble. Stories of heroism and miracles of survival give hope to a seemingly hopeless situation.

When the quake struck, we didn’t feel the shaking of the ground beneath us but we have felt
the aftershocks of pain, hurt, sympathy and doubt. Whenever calamity strikes of this
proportion we face questions by others and from within that go to the heart of our faith. Think
back to disasters of terrorism or nature; you may have asked, “Why did God not stop this?
Why did He allow innocent men, women and children to die so horribly and unnecessarily?”
Many of us remember the Oklahoma City bombing and the image forever etched in our mind
of the fireman holding the lifeless body of a baby. We remember the senseless act of violence
at Columbine High School where scores of teens and teachers were gunned down in cold
blood. Even though it has almost been ten years ago, September 11, 2001 is a memory we will
never forget. Several thousand were killed by Islamic terrorists in New York , Washington, D.C.
and an empty field in Pennsylvania. What about the natural calamity in India and the
surrounding region when a wave of water came shore wiping out whole villages and killing
over 150,000 people. Plane crashes, hurricanes, earthquakes; they dominate our attention
when they occur and plummet us to depths of anguish we never hope to relive.



Calamities are not new to human history. Man’s history is filled with disasters, mass killings,
unexplained moments of grief for children and adults alike. The difference is that we have the
technology to see these disasters, in some cases, as they happen. We see it almost every day —
through TV. We watch people’s live fall apart before our very eyes. In a sense, we bear the
weight of the world. We feel the anguish as much as we can and in many cases, we become
numb to it. AND, it’s not the times when someone evil has been killed that we reflect on this,
but when we see a family trapped in a burning house, a child hit by a stray bullet caught
between two rival gangs, innocent children targeted in a school house, or thousands of people
targeted by mass murdering terrorists. Why didn’t God stop it?

One thing we know is certain and cannot be denied, everyone dies. That is a given. People die
every day of diseases, accidents, heart attacks, etc. Death happens to everyone. We are not
talking about these moments when our frail bodies give way to the harsh brunt of disease.
What about these mass calamities where women, children, men young and old die in a
massive and horrific act of nature?

There are two passages we will look at that should help us contextual the issue of what we
know about God when natural disasters strike and impact our lives or we could say it like be
think about it: Why does God allow natural disasters to happen when so many innocent
people suffer? Does God not care?

When we experience or hear about natural disasters that take countless lives we see the
sovereign hand of the Creator. The Apostle Paul explained in Romans 8:18-22 how even
creation needed the redemption of Christ.

®For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. *° For the
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of
the sons of God. *° For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; *! because the
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. ** For we know that the
whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.

We know from Genesis 1:1 that God created all things in perfect order The first verse of the
Bible says that God created all things out of nothing: “God created the heavens and the
earth...And God saw that it was good.” Nothing God created had been contaminated by sin.
There were no weeds, poisons or disease to infest creation. However, this perfect
environment would be shorted-lived due to the greediness and pride of God’s own special
creation: mankind. In Rom. 8:20 Paul says, “For the creation was subjected to futility, not



willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope.” That means God subjected His own
creation to its frailty because man had sinned and sins effect was universal and devastating.
We see this in Gen. 3:16-19.

“To the woman He said: ‘I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband and he
shall rule over you.” Then to Adam He said, ‘Because...you have eaten from the
tree of which | commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it": Cursed is the
ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you...in the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are
and to dust you shall return.”

Man’s existence was dramatically changed. The earth had changed and all its elements were
impacted by man’s imperfection. That is why Paul says in Rom. 8:21-22:

*! because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. ** For we
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs
together until now.

Why does it groan? Creation groans because of the bondage to sin! When man sinned and
death flowed throughout all of God’s creation (Rom. 5:12), it forced creation into a volatile
state of disharmony. That is why our planet is a very dangerous planet! John MacArthur in his
commentary on Romans writes:

“The sentimental environmentalists of our time advocate living in some relaxed
and easy “harmony with nature.” Some are crying for the government to take us
back to living in the Dark Ages, when, they assume, people and nature were in
harmony. All the corruptions of this fallen environment were different in the past
from what technology and industry has wrought-but perhaps even more deadly.
Certainly disease and death, as well as exposure to the natural elements and
disasters, was much greater in the past. And when people were supposedly living
nearer nature, they had less comfort, more pain, harder times, more disease, and
died younger. This is not a friendly earth but a violent and dangerous one. It is a
ridiculous fantasy to think it is not cursed and that it naturally yields a
comfortable life.”

The fact is, our planet is unpredictable and natural disasters will happen from time to time.
Creation groans to be delivered and remade into its perfect beginnings. Until then, humanity
will continue to experience calamities. As long as people build structures above an unstable,



earthly foundation and occupy an environment capable of violent storms, we will continue to
see tragedies like we have seen in Haiti.

Now, most everyone will admit that our creation is unstable and dangerous. Most people do
not blame God when these things happen because we have a general understanding about the
nature of our world through science. However, what we have the most problems with is why
God would allow innocent people, good people, to suffer as a consequence. Jesus explored
this in Luke 13. As Jesus taught the people on His way to Jerusalem, a recent series of events
prompted the people to ask Jesus some very tough questions that related to evil and suffering
in the world. Look at Luke 13:1-5.

There were present at that season some who told Him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. > And
Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans
were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such
things? * | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
* Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them,
do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who
dwelt in Jerusalem? > | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all
likewise perish.

In the first text, we saw the sovereign hand of the Creator. Here we will see the sovereign
hand of compassion. The backdrop to the story is much like what we would experience today
if a major event took place and everyone was talking about. Perhaps they had heard of it on
CNN or FOX News. The event would have been the front page story in the Raleigh News and
Observer and on every local news channel. The issue was the horrific murders of Galileans at
the hand of Pilate. Pilate was the overseer appointed by Rome. This assignment was not a
glamorous one since Judea was on the outskirts of the Roman Empire. Pilate loved to prove his
worth through torture and strict control of the people under his watch. He would torture and
kill people for almost no reason. We do not have all the facts, but one thing we know is that
Pilate had scores of men killed while in the temple during Passover. Passover in Jerusalem was
a massive undertaking. There were so many people that the sacrifices of animals went into the
millions. There would be no way the priests could handle all the sacrifices alone. Therefore,
the priests would have laymen help them. Galileans were not considered to be the most holy
of people. They were considered an inferior people to the Jews in Jerusalem. In any case,
these men were worshipping in the Temple when they were killed. Their blood mingled with
the massive amounts of sacrifice blood.

What the people were thinking, that Jesus brought out in his question in verse 2, was that the
Galileans killed must have been evil men, sinners pretending to worship. What were they



after? They wanted Jesus to appease their self-righteous souls. You see, the Jews believed
personal sin was the cause for every tragedy or illness. People still believe this today; that God
wipes out whole cities because He is judging its sin. Jesus confronted this in John 9:1-2.

John 9:1-2 “Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And
His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind.”

This kind of thinking pervaded their theology and lives. If you go back to story of Job, you see
that this thinking has been with us almost our entire history. “Consider now: who, being
innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed?” We naturally believe
that when bad people do bad things they should be punished. You know, what goes around,
comes around! Before we dig through this we need to remember that God has judged
individual sinners. Consider Acts 5. When Ananias and Sapphira, a husband and wife in the
early church, lied to the Apostles about what they had given, Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?...Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down
and breathed his last.” The same thing happened to Ananias’ wife a few moments later. King
Herod also died when he promoted himself before God and the people. Make no mistake, God
brings judgment on people’s sin.

God has also built-in consequences for sin. For example, when a person drinks alcohol they
can suffer and die with sclerosis of the liver. When a person chooses to take drugs they may
die. When a person chooses to pursue perverse sexual immorality they can suffer and die with
STDs or AIDS. Crime, gambling addictions and such can all lead to premature deaths. So there
are built-in consequences for sin.

But what about the Jews thinking that evil people suffer and good people do not? Jesus went
after their self-righteousness and their faulty theology in v. 2. He asked, 0Do you suppose
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such
things?¢ This is what they were really thinking C those killed must have really sinned! Jesus
pointed them to another example of this in verse 4. He asked, 0Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all
other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?¢ This current event must have take place on the south
eastern corner of Jerusalem where the aqueduct was built. We do not have all the details,
but this tower could have been the water tower that fell on these men during construction.
Either way, Jesus draws their attention to it because it fits the same scenario in their
thinking. Jesus answered both stories with a resounding: NO! Clearly Jesus was saying that
God doesn’t group the good and bad people together to get at one and spare the other. Jesus
was simply saying, “Death comes to all; the believer & unbeliever.” God didn’t get 18 of the
meanest men to stand under the tower while he flipped it over. In the same way, God didn’t
group a host of worshippers together who were really evil to have them slaughtered in the
temple.



Nonetheless, we continue to believe that God allows calamities to happen as a condemnation

on sinners. The fact is, the Bible says, man is condemned already. Without Christ, man stands
under the condemnation of God and will face eternity in hell without faith in Jesus Christ. But
still, you go on blaming yourself or others when trouble happens. You say things like: & 2 K I {i
have we done that God has allowed this tragedy? My sins are coming back to haunt me. |
1Yy296 D2R NBI St ¥ SRERY QR €2NADMGI G & 2 dz2NJomd T
people think death comes when people seemingly offend God:

In 1861, Charles Spurgeon in London, England, confronted people in his city who believed the
judgment of God came upon people who had recently died in two horrific train accidents. The
trains had been travelling on Sunday. People believed God had killed them because they
travelled on Sunday. Spurgeon refuted them and added: “As | looked for a moment on the
poor mangled bodies of those who had been so suddenly slain, my eyes found tears but my
heart did not boast. Far be it from me to have boastfully cried, ‘God | thank Thee that I’'m not
as these men are.” No, no, no, it’s not the Spirit of Christ nor that of Christianity. While we can
thank God that we are preserved, yet we can say it is of Your mercy that we are not
consumed.”

The real question is not why did God let them die, but rather, why does God let anyone live?

Every person living on this planet which includes you and me are sinners created by a holy God
who hates sin. It is only God’s merciful pleasure that allows any of us to live. Why does God
allow us to love, laugh, to live with all the beauty of this world, not matter it’s subjective
quality in your eyes? Why does God allow us to enjoy life at all? It is easy to blame God when
we see tragedies or experience them, but we fail to remember that most of our lives are not
this way. Most of our history is not about dealing with earthquakes and storms. For the most
part, we live in relative peace. Even in countries of oppression and injustice we see people
who live in happiness; we see God’s people and even unbelievers coming to the aid of others
in trouble. In Haiti, millions of dollars are being spent to assist the people; thousands of people
are descending on that troubled nation to bring medical and physical support. God brings out
the best in people when they are able to see the need. God is at work. God is helping. God
does care! It is man who robs steals, rapes and kills. Man takes advantage of desperate
situations and turns a horrific situation into further devastation. Man also can be used by God
to bring good. Yes, God allowed this world to fall under the curse of man’s sin because his
justice must not ignore sin (just as you would not want a judge to ignore the murderous crime
of a person who killed your parent).

So, why does God allow anyone to live? Because God’s patience longs for you to repent and
turn to Him for eternal forgiveness (v. 3). Jesus said, “Unless you repent, you will likewise
perish.” God holds back so much more than He allows! — It is not God’s desire that any
should perish! This is the reason God allows any sinner to live! 2 Pet. 3:9 “But God is not



slack concerning His promise...but is patient toward us, not willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance.” There it is—the patience and mercy of Almighty
God meets the rebellious and stubborn heart of man who refuses to repent. God continues
to allow him to live so that he might come to his senses and fall on the mercy of God in
repentance. In other words, our current and temporary sufferings are not comparable to an
eternity of suffering. If God dealt with creation as we deserve, we would all be wiped out
without a hope.

Do not be deceived, just because you are still alive doesn’t mean you will not face God’s
judgment! In hell will be millions of people who believed they were good people; and in our
eyes we would agree. But, God says, “No one is righteous, no not one! — It is appointed unto
man once to die and after this, the judgment!” The only escape from eternal condemnation is
REPENTANCE! What does it mean to repent? First, it means a change of mind about your
sinfulness; not change like we do when we think of changing channels on the TV. Repentance
is not change like we think about when we want to eat somewhere different. Repentance is
both intellectual change and willing. You realize your direction is so off from God that you are
willing to change your conduct of living to match God’s will and His Word. Second, repentance
means to turn to Jesus for your forgiveness. People turn to all sorts of things to feel better
about themselves and they all come up short. Repentance means a turning from your sinful
life to Jesus Christ who will forgive you but not only forgive...LEAD! Repentance is giving over
the leadership reigns of your life to Jesus Christ! — Obedience to Him!

Repentance is not an option! Jesus made this clear in verse 3. Jesus says, “Death comes to all
in many ways and sometimes we don’t like those ways, but the question is: WILL YOU BE
READY?” If so, your suffering is only temporary. Christ will create new heavens and a new
earth (Rev. 21:1-4). Heaven will wipe away the sorrow forever! If you refuse to repent,
whenever and however you die will not end the suffering but only open the door to eternal
suffering in hell. Jesus’ point was simple: Repent! Turn to Me and all is forgiven. We will all
die, but we do not all have to meet God unprepared! Are you ready?



